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THE US IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY (1896-1912)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F_rTMNnxwSE is Hal Holbrooke playing Mark Twain, denouncing the global intervention of the US—great introduction

Although historians generally look at the election of McKinley in 1896 as the entry of the US into the global economy, there was a history of US expansionism after the Civil War—manifest destiny, with all of the social, political and religious support, was based on the huge growth of the US economy and the change to commercial agriculture and factories
The period after McKinley’s election in 1896 brought a conflict between isolationism and manifest destiny, with the push by commercial interests to take and protect—by military force, if necessary—global markets [see graphic on p. 501]. Between 1870-1910, US exports tripled while imports were limited by high tariffs—the Panic of 1893 convinced commercial interests, and agricultural conglomerates, that exports were essential to overcome an erratic domestic economy-- US industries were expanding and needed foreign markets
“American factories are making more than the American people can use; American soil is producing more than they can consume. Fate has written our policy for us: the trade of the world must and shall be ours.” Senator Albert Beveridge of Indiana (1898—WBA, p. 149))—dreamed of a Caribbean and South American commercial empire—National Association of Manufacturers (founded in 1895) stated that “the trade centers of Central and South America are natural markets for American products.”—US moved from 1870-1900 to first manufacturing nation—enormous increase in direct US investments abroad—
Explain supply and demand

In many ways, the series of “successful” foreign interventions both helped the economy and diverted people’s attention from unemployment/financial inequalities. A Kansas newspaper stated: “War would clear the atmosphere and stamp out the growth of socialism and anarchy, discontent and sectional prejudices that are gaining a foothold in the nation.”(WBA, p. 149)

A new definition of what it meant to be “an American”—should we be rich and poor, all equal, or somewhere in between?—the question has global implications even today because it involves other, less-developed countries as well as the US

It was a period of shifting empires: The British and German were still strong, the US was growing enormously, and the Spanish and Ottoman Empires were declining—the Spanish-American War would finish that empire and World War I would dismember the Ottoman Empire

The issue of “regime change” in another country continues today—reflection of Manifest Destiny although without taking over land or property

The importance of religion, and its qualities, was also a constant issue: social gospel vs. social Darwinism—there was even a “reform Darwinism” that argued that evolution could be advanced by allowing men and women to use their intellects to improve society--
THE US IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY 

The European countries, which colonized more than 10% of the world’s population and 20% of the world’s landmass (Roark, 501) established the pattern of colonialism, based on economics and a sense of racial superiority


“American history” of this period focuses on foreign engagements, as a preparation for World War I and domestic issues are considered less important—great chart in Nash (p. 502) on Global Imperial Activities—skips some important social changes and conflicts—becomes more of a “political” history focusing on “great men”
[see map on p. 508 of overseas expansion]


Because of new technology, like ships and communications, the oceans were no longer protections for, or barriers, to US expansion. Many US companies, like Singer Sewing Machine and International Harvester, had factories abroad and looked to the global market but felt restricted by other countries which had colonies and protected home industries—Rockefeller often put US Foreign Service workers on the company payroll
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Also the sense of manifest destiny: that the US was superior in culture to all other countries and should act as a missionary to spread the values—“duty and destiny”—a moral and religious duty to spread civilization, again by military force if necessary—in this age of imperialism the issue was benevolence or bullying, a prelude to the “nation-building” and “regime change” of  2001 invasion of Iraq—the profound belief that the structure of US society was inherently superior to any other and should be shared, or forced upon, other countries—as imperialism grew and replaced colonialism, so did public opposition, all part of the debate over what it means to be “an American”—this conflict was especially sharp in the post-1945 period when the Cold War was at its height and the US government was dealing with revolutionary movements around the world: Greece, Turkey, Iran, China, Viet Nam, Africa, Latin America and eventually just 90 miles away, in Cuba

Colonialism: a dominant county directly administers another country, as the British Empire did in India or Canada or Ireland


Imperialism: a dominant country uses financial control to “administer” a country through compliant native politicians and administrators—trade and investment

White Man’s Burden—based on the poem by Rudyard Kipling

Monroe Doctrine—introduced December 2, 1823—issued as many of the Latin American countries were involved in wars  of independence, stated that further efforts by European countries to colonize land or interfere with states in the Americas would be viewed, by the United States of America, as acts of aggression requiring US intervention. The Monroe Doctrine asserted that the Western Hemisphere was not to be further colonized by European countries and that the United States would neither interfere with existing European colonies nor meddle in the internal concerns of European countries.

“Peace cannot be had until the civilized nations have expanded in some shape over the barbarous nations.”—Teddy Roosevelt

Motivation and methods—once the desire to control foreign countries was established, the military and political methods developed

Alfred Thayer Mahan (1840-1914) –even though Mahan hated the sea and dreaded his duties as a ship captain, he was twice president of The Newport War College and wrote The Influence of Sea Power upon History (1890) and The Influence of Sea Power upon the French Revolution and Empire (1892). These works made Mahan one of the leading spokesmen for the age of imperialism. He downplayed the philanthropic side of overseas involvement and concentrated on harsh political realities—echoed Beveridge by stating:” Whether they will or not, Americans must now  look outward. The growing production of the country demands it.” According to his analysis of history, the great powers were those that maintained strong navies and merchant marines. He urged the United States forward in its naval building programs, insisting that the US needed to control sea lanes, with colonies in the Caribbean and the Pacific, linked by a canal built and controlled by the US—“In a world of constant strife, where every nation is arrayed against every nation, it is imperative that Americans look outward.”
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Documentary on Mahan http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pMWOx2ZB3qU (7:09)

A HISTORY OF EXPANSIONISM:

The Western Reserve (1786)

Jefferson’s Louisiana Purchase (1803)



The Monroe Doctrine (1823)


“manifest destiny” (1839)
Mexican War (1846-1848)


The “opening” of Japan in 1853


The Homestead Act (1862)


Purchase of Alaska (1867)


Acquisition of a “cooling station” on Midway Island (1868)


Senate rejects acquisition of Santo Domingo (1870)


US acquires a coaling station in Samoa


Negotiated rights to build a naval base at Pearl Harbor (1887)


First Pan-American Conference (1889)


Risked war with German to guarantee refueling rights on Pago Pago in the Samoan Islands—
President Grant coveted the island of Santo Domingo (now known as the Dominican Republic)  and proposed annexation of the island to Congress in 18
70 because for many years, the U.S. Navy had wanted a base in the Caribbean to house its operations. Santo Domingo had a suitable bay, and its government was interested in having the United States annex the country. The President was also interested in the island nation because it presented black Americans with an alternative to staying in the South and facing discrimination and violence. He believed that blacks would be in a better position to negotiate with Southern whites about improving working conditions if they could chose to leave the South and immigrate to Santo Domingo. When Grant presented the relevant treaty to the Senate in 1870, Sen. Charles Sumner, a militant abolitionist and “radical Republican,” spoke out against it and withheld his support. In the end, it failed to pass the Senate (see map on p. 404)

In 1867, however, Congress did approve the purchase of Alaska from the Russians for $ 7 million—even though the territory was known as “Seward’s Icebox,” it was the first acquisition outside the continental US

Through the United Fruit Co., the US controlled Costa Rica and Guatemala--Part of a global expansion by industrialized countries, which would come into conflict with each other over land and resources—continues the development/decline of national empires

England: India, Burma, Malaya


French: Cambodia, Viet Nam and Laos


Dutch: Singapore and East Indies


Russians: China, Manchuria


Japanese: Korea and Taiwan

Spain: Cuba and the Philippines

Ottoman Empire (1299-1923)—an Islamic empire with center in Constantinople—lost, in fact if not officially, Egypt and Sudan to British in 1882—officially in 1914 when Turkey joined the Central Powers in WWI—the Armenian massacre and the Arab revolts, glamorized in Lawrence of Arabia
Henrietta Szold (1860-1945) –born in Baltimore, the daughter of a rabbi who was the spiritual leader of Temple Oheb Shalom, which is still a large synagogue on Park Heights Avenue, and whose parking lot is the highest geographic point in Baltimore City--in 1896, one month before Theodor Herzl published his magnum opus, Der Judenstaat, (“The Jewish State”), [image: image3.jpg]SANGER DELIVERS BURNING SPEECH
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in which Herzl envisioned the founding of a future independent Jewish state during the 20th century. He  argued that the best way to avoid anti-Semitism in Europe was to create this independent Jewish state--Szold described her vision of a Jewish state in Palestine as a place to gather Diaspora Jewry and revive Jewish culture, the problem being that this land—like the American West—was already occupied by another group. In 1898, the Federation of American Zionists elected Szold as the only female member of its executive committee. During World War I, she was the only woman on the Provisional Executive Committee for General Zionist Affairs. In 1933 she immigrated to Palestine and helped run “Youth Aliyah,” an organization that rescued some 22,000 Jewish children from Nazi Europe.

1899—Boer War—the first among imperialist countries, as the British expelled the Boers, descendents of the Dutch settlers—Breaker Morant

Missionaries, media, and money—William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer, the FOX News of their day, used their newspapers to stir up war hysteria
US risked war to enforce the Monroe Doctrine (1895) in border dispute between Venezuela and British Guiana—while President Cleveland asserted the US power to mediate, Teddy Roosevelt proposed taking Canada so the British agreed to a negotiated settlement
McKinley stated that the Spanish territories “have come to us in the providence of God, and we must carry the burden, whatever it may be, in the interest of civilization, humanity and liberty.” But he is generally regarded as a timid president, “whose mind is like a unmade bed because it has to be made up for him every time he wants to use it”—his sponsor, Sen. Mark Hanna (OH) was also opposed to expansionism
The two main advocates for expansion, and devoted readers of Mahan, were Senator Henry Cabot Lodge (MA) and Theodore Roosevelt, an assistant Secretary of the Navy—Mahan’s advice to TR in May, 1897 was “Do nothing unrighteous; but take the [Hawaiian] islands first and solve afterwards.”
MISSIONARIES—“The Christian nations are subduing the world in order to make mankind free.”—Richard Olney: “the mission of this country . . . is to forego no fitting opportunity to further the progress of civilization. (1898) (Nash, p. 488)—Josiah Strong was most forceful advocate of US expansion—the US was “divinely commissioned” and “This powerful race will move down upon Mexico, down upon Central and South America, out upon the islands of the sea, over upon Africa, and beyond.”

1899—The Boxer Rebellion—one step in the seizure of China by foreign capitalists--based on Chinese resentment of foreign Christian missionaries, who had been admitted to China in the Tientsin Treaty (1858), which ended the first part of the Second Opium War (and also legalized the importation of opium)—created secret antiforeign societies, most notably the Boxers (“Righteous Harmonious Fist”) who began to terrorize Chinese Christians under the slogan “Uphold the Ch’ing Dynasty, Exterminate the Foreigners”—eventually massacred 30,000 Chinese Christian converts and 250 foreign missionaries and nuns—when 800 Americans took refuge in the embassy, 2,500 US troops joined an international force and looted the Imperial City—The Boxer Protocol (1901) allowed European countries to maintain military forces in Beijing and to collect $333 million in reparations—Russia maintained 50,000 troops in Manchuria--“merchants and missionaries”—in 1911, some of these Christian converts joined the revolutionary movement that overthrew the Manchu dynasty, leading to Sun Yat Sen, who had been influenced by these missionaries and gave up traditional Chinese religious beliefs, as the first President of the Republic of China (January 1, 1912)—in 1918, a young Mao Tse Tung studied in the university and began to develop his revolutionary ideas
Charles Denby (Minister to China, 1885-1898): “Missionaries are the pioneers of trade and commerce . . . The missionary, inspired by holy zeal, goes everywhere and by degrees foreign commerce and trade follow.”
In 1898, a State Department memorandum stated “we can no longer afford to disregard international rivalries now that we ourselves have become a competitor in the world-wide struggle for trade.” (Nash, p. 488)

By 1899, Sec. of State John Hay declared “The Open Door Policy” in China to open all trade, which created global conflicts with the British and Germans, who had been blocked in Central America by the Monroe Doctrine [see cartoon on p. 505]
HAWAII—became a US protectorate in 1876 and in 1887, leased Pearl Harbor and put power into the hands of the white minority—Queen Liliuokalani (1838-1917) became queen and pushed to allow native Hawaiians to vote [see special article on p. 503]—after James Cook sailed into the islands in 1778, foreign interests and missionaries basically captured the islands—in 1851, Amos Starr Cooke acquired land and planted sugar and by 1898, the native Hawaiians were coolie labor, along with Chinese and Japanese imported to work on the sugar plantations—as sugar exports grew to 225 million pounds by 1890, the island ruling class prospered but the McKinley Tariff of 1890 ended the advantage and exports dropped—Lorrin Thurston began in 1892 the Secret Annexation Club but Queen Liliuokalani promulgated a new constitution on January 4, 1893, so Thurston convinced the US minster to support an overthrow and on January 6, 162 US Marines landed with Gatling guns and Thurston seized control and declared a “provisional government”—the main mover was planter Sanford B. Dole, who demanded that Congress simply annex the islands—in 1894, Dole proclaimed Hawaii a republic--the US minister then recognized this “government” but Queen Liliuokalani wrote an open letter to President Cleveland when he became president in March, 1893, and he refused to support the new “government,” which eventually took control in 1898, under McKinley, when Hawaii was officially annexed, with Samuel Dole as governor—
MOTIVATION. OPPOSITION. OCCUPATION.


SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR—based on the Monroe Doctrine in Cuba and the Open Door policy in the Philippines [see map of war on p. 507]—described by Secretary of State John Hay as “a splendid little war: begun with the highest motives, carried on with magnificent intelligence and spirit, favored by that fortune which loves the brave”—many of the Central American countries had become “banana republics,” a term created by O. Henry, as United Fruit pushed out the British and French-- In 1901, the government of Guatemala hired the United Fruit Company to manage the country's postal service and in 1913 the United Fruit Company created the Tropical Radio and Telegraph Company.

Excellent overview (15 minutes) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urtm4GpjFu4 


Documentary on the war

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IU5l4yQCpMM&feature=related 


The Crucible of Empires—The Spanish-American war 

Introduction (Part 1—15 minutes)

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vfDe5RGt7Io&feature=related 

Media campaign (part 2—15 minutes) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svEBBr3EvNk&feature=related 

The war (part 3—15 minutes) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjO1scnDhrA&feature=related 

The end of the war in Philippines, including media coverage (Part 4—15 minutes) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F99zyi1WUWg&feature=related 

Invasion of Cuba (Part 5-15 minutes)

            http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEjM8Ch2EIk&feature=related 
Excellent site on this war--http://www.smplanet.com/imperialism/splendid.html 

CUBA—the last of the Spanish colonies, the island was “mercilessly exploited” by Spain, with high taxes to support a corrupt and repressive administration—the Panic of 1893, and the Wilson-Gorman Tariff (1894) that put duties on Cuban sugar, brought ruin to the Cuban economy--a revolt against Spain, led by Jose Marti, “the Apostle of Cuban Independence,” who organized in the Cuban exile communities in New York and Tampa, and returned to the island on April 11, 1895, but was killed on May 19, 1895, at the battle of Dos Rios by Spanish troops—US capitalists had more than $ 50 million invested in sugar and US trade was about $ 100 million before the rebellion--the rebellion was repressed and Spain sent in 50,000 troops and Valeriano Weyler (“Butcher Weyler”) who herded Cubans into concentration camps (reconcentrado)—the pressure on Spain was diverted by the election of 1896 but by 1898, 25% of the Cuba population had died of famine or disease—
The Yellow Press (named for the comic strip in the Yellow Kid by Richard Outcault)--pressure for US intervention from Hearst (he bought The New York Journal in September, 1895) and Pulitzer (The New York World) who listed Spanish atrocities—Hearst employed Frederick Remington to document the horrors and to increase circulation—when Hearst bought the Journal in1895, its circulation was 30,000 and when the war started, circulation was well over a million

Remington:” There is no trouble here. There will be no war.”


Hearst: “You furnish the pictures and I’ll furnish the war.”  (quoted Roark, p. 733)


Hearst biography—Part 1  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=otzmmr8iidI (3:36)


Part 2 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-BO2fNIJiFA&feature=relmfu (3:40)—compares personality of Hearts to Citizen Kane
A defense of Hearst http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Abzd41k_OhQ&feature=fvst Kenneth Whyte is the editor of McClean’s Magazine in Canada


De Lome Letter (published by Hearst on February 9, 1898)—written by the Spanish Minister to Cuba denouncing McKinley and calling him weak—fanned the war hysteria

William E. Leuchtenberg. “The Needless War with Spain.” (1957.) Spanish government did everything to negotiate a settlement with the US, especially after August 8, 1897, when an Italian anarchist assassinated the Spanish premier and the new government recalled Weyler and began diplomatic negotiations with the US ambassador—in October, Premier Sagasta announced a “total change of immense scope” for Cuba, with a promise to immediately grant local autonomy but Hearst continued to whip up hysteria with stories of imprisoned women
[see maps on p. 507]

PHILIPPINES—uprising of Filipinos led by Emilio Aguinaldo, originally supported covertly by the US—on December 14, 1897, the rebels signed a peace agreement with Spain that the Philippines would have self-rule in 3 years if Aguinaldo left the country for Hong Kong—many peasants refused to recognize this treaty and kept fighting—as the uprising grew, Aguinaldo returned to the Philippines in May, 1898, to resume revolutionary activity, openly supported by US emissaries- 
Theodore Roosevelt was Assistant Secretary of the Navy in April, 1897, and was an aggressive imperialist who secretly ordered the US fleet into the Philippines—

May 1, 1898—US fleet under Admiral Dewy from sailed from Hong Kong into Manila Harbor on the ship Olympia, which he had painted gray and dumped all wooden furniture, including pianos, out of fear that the splintering wood was more dangerous than an exploding shell—at 5:39 a.m. he ordered “You may fire when you are ready, Gridley”-- even though McKinley admitted that he could not find the archipelago—“those darned islands”--on a map
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On February 4, 1899, a Filipino sentry was shot by a US soldier (see the description of Private William Grayson in Nash, p. 483)--the war against the rebels lasted until 1902, and 126,500 US troops served there and 4,234 died—the US practiced scorched earth so 200,000 Filipinos died of famine and disease—Aguinaldo was captured on March 23, 1901 and eventually pledged loyalty to the US, ending the First Philippine Republic.
CUBA-- McKinley was more cautious but sent the Maine into Havana harbor, where it exploded  on February 15, 1898, killing 262 men—“Remember the Maine”—when McKinley delayed sending the US fleet to Havana, as Teddy Roosevelt wanted, he denounced McKinley as having “no more backbone than a chocolate éclair”--Congress declared war retroactively to April 21 (after Spain declared war on the US on April 24) and 235,000 men enlisted in a burst of patriotism—the Teller Amendment (April 19, 1898) added that the US would not annex Cuba

June 22—July 17, 1898—the invasion of Cuba by 17,000 troops, under the command of General Leonard Wood, including The Rough Riders, a combination of “Ivy League polo players and cowboys Roosevelt knew from his stint as a cattle rancher in the Dakotas” (Roark, p. 735) and fought the battle of San Juan Hill, which was actually Kettle Hill—gave TR huge publicity as a basis for his campaign for governor of  New York--385 men died in combat while 5,000 died of tropical diseases—

Black soldiers, including the “buffalo soldiers,” fought in segregated units but cleared Kettle Hill for TR to make a charge—Booker T. Washington saw volunteering as a chance for black men “to show their loyalty to our land,” Du Bois argued that men who could not vote should not serve in the military (WBA, 151)

Buffalo soldiers http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3K45ECwWVl8&feature=related (2:51)  


First military action in motion pictures as Edison cameraman Paley accompanied the troops http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/sawhtml/sawsp3.html 


Video of TR with Rough Riders (30 seconds-no sound) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQlCbeNwKzg 

US dictated a Cuban constitution and passed the Platt Amendment, which guaranteed the right of the US to intervene to protect Cuba’s “independence”—US administration in Cuba tried to established “American civilization” with schools and sewage systems—General William Shafter stated “Cubans are no more fit for self-government than gun powder is for hell”—also worried about repayment of Cuban debts to European creditors to avoid an excuse for  intervention--leased Guantanamo Bay to the US for 99 years as a coaling station—gave the US complete control until 1934, when the Good Neighbor Policy of FDR, gave more power to the Cubans—


Howard Gillespie (”The Military Occupation of Cuba, 1899-1902”--1973) claims that the occupation (a little like the Freedman’s Bureau) gave American reformers the chance to install/instill:

1. good government

2. education

3. business efficiency

It was a “workshop for progressivism”—Leonard Wood, the second military governor (1899-1902) who was a medical doctor—while he was praised for improving some conditions, he also arrested Dr, Manuel M. Coronado for publishing a cartoon that depicted the Cuban people as Jesus Christ between two thieves (Wood and McKinley) while Mary Magdalene is on her knees, crying at the feet of a cross wielded by Senator Platt, marked the Platt Amendment —

The first military governor, John Brooke, a career soldier, was not imaginative—refused a program for low-interest loans because it was the kind of paternalistic program that would [image: image5.jpg]


destroy the self-respect of the Cubans—did close gambling houses on Sunday and even  confiscated all machetes, without realizing that this would stop all harvesting of the sugar cane—as military governor of the province of Santiago, Wood complained to his friend, TR, that “no single reform has been initiated that amounts to anything”--Wood was well-connected to TR, who lobbied Elihu Root for Wood’s advancement and in 1899, Wood was named military governor—Root had left a position as a New York corporate lawyer and shared the goals of “an emerging social type in America which stressed organization and efficiency as touchstones of the progress of civilization”—reformed the education system and the legal structure—also started a massive public works project and even brought modern efficiency to the street sweepers’ assignments, which were no longer “haphazard”—the most impressive work was by Walter Reed, who tracked mosquitoes as the carrier of yellow fever and by clearing out standing water and sewage, basically eliminated the disease on the island—studied bacteriology and the germ theory of disease—many of his co-workers deliberately infected themselves—the elimination of yellow fever made the construction of the Panama Canal possible since the disease had blocked the French from completing the construction work--


Treaty of Paris (February 6,1898)—Spain ceded Philippines (all 7,000 islands), Guam and Puerto Rico to the US and US paid indemnity of $ 20 million—when the treaty went to the Senate for ratification, there was a strong debate over direct annexation—the Filipinos were described as dirty and backward and compared to Native Americans (Nash, p.491)—all Republicans supported McKinley, as did many Democrats who were afraid of being “unpatriotic”—Teddy Roosevelt called Aguinaldo a “renegade Pawnee” [see map of US expansion on p. 508 and cartoon on p. 509]

November, 1898—TR elected governor of New York

OPPOSITION TO IMPERIALISM


Debate over imperialism—now the US had an empire but many populists and democrats opposed this expansionism—“unwise, immoral and unconstitutional” and distracting from problems at home—“What does imperialism offer the ordinary American except heavier taxes, Asiatic emigration and an opportunity to furnish more sons for the army?”
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Harold A. Larabee. “The Enemies of Empire.” 1960)—documents the anti-Imperialism League was “the first great national propaganda organization of the twentieth century” who were concerned what the occupation would do the “American ideals”—on June 2, 1898, there was an anti-war meeting in Faneuil Hall, led by Gamaliel Bradford and Erving Winslow—argued that a “war for liberation might become a war for conquest”—


Moorfield Storey: “When Rome began her career of conquest, the Roman republic began to decline . . .  Let us once govern any considerable body of men without their consent and it is a question of time how soon this republic shares the fate of Rome.”William James and Samuel Gompers also joined, although he had originally supported the invasion of Cuba out of relations with Cuban cigar makers—Gompers feared low-wage foreign competition but opposed any annexation of the Philippines, and used his bigoted attacks on Chinese workers as a basis—“If the Philippines are annexed, how can we prevent the Chinese coolies from going to the Philippines, and from there swarm into the United States and engulf our people and our civilization?” (WBA, p. 153)--the Anti-Imperialist League was officially founded on November 19, 1898, “to oppose, by every legitimate means, the acquisition of the Philippine Islands, or of any colonies away from our shores, by the United States.”—a mixed group, whose main financial supporter was Andrew Carnegie, who stated “Possession of colonies or dependencies is not necessary for trade reasons,” because the US was leading the world in exports without foreign possessions (WBA, p. 153) as well as corporations producing beet sugar and tobacco, who wanted no competition from the Philippines—other members included Mark Twain, William Graham Sumner, William Dean Howells, Jane Addams and Carl Schurz

The League fell apart during the election of 1900, when Bryan ran—even though he was anti-imperialist, his insistence on free silver split the group and McKinley won easily—tried to recruit Sen. Donelson Caffey (LA) as a candidate on the National Party but he dropped out
“We who have been the destroyers of oppression are asked now to become its agents.”—Rep. Bourke Cochran (NY)


By 1914, there was $93 million in US investments in Central America, and multinational corporations like Alcoa, DuPont, American Tobacco, and United Fruit had extensive holdings—the conduct of war is a federal cause, expanding the power of the national government and the sense of “one” America, despite the claims of state sovereignty and states rights—William Howard Taft was appointed governor of the Philippines, who achieved self-government in 1946-Hawaii and Puerto Rico were territories but did not have citizen status--
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1900 ELECTION—McKinley/Teddy Roosevelt v Bryan/Adlai E. Stevenson—the economy was booming in 1900, so the Republican slogan of “Four More Years of the Full Dinner Pail,” combined with victory in the brief Spanish–American War in 1898, had a powerful electoral appeal. Teddy Roosevelt had become a national hero fighting in Cuba during the war, and as such he was a popular spokesman for the Republican ticket. In his speeches he repeatedly argued that the war had been just and had liberated the Cubans and Filipinos from Spanish tyranny
In 1901, McKinley was assassinated by Leon Czolgosz in Niagara Falls on September 5, 1901—TDR became president and an advocate for US imperialism, although he ironically won the Nobel Peace prize in 1906 for helping to end the Russo-Japanese war—TDR divided the world into “civilized” and uncivilized” nations—believed in “the white man’s burden”
THE ROOSEVELT PRESIDENCY (1901-1908) —after assassination of McKinley, TR became “the youngest president ever”—


It is only partially correct, as we discovered: TR was the youngest person to be president, but not the youngest to be elected—TR was 42 when he became president after the assassination of McKinley, but JFK was the youngest elected at age 43, followed by Clinton and Grant at 46, and Obama at 47—TR was 45 when elected—Reagan was the oldest elected at age 69

The Square Deal and The Big Stick symbolized the domestic and foreign policies of TR [see cartoon on p. 529]—the whole section from pp515-529 on “progressivism” is excellent. Note the application of the word “progressive” to a period of increased government regulation and concern for social inequality—a historiographical controversy
“the bully pulpit”—was re-elected in 1904 as “the Square Deal”—biggest issue was the trusts and the obligation—or not—of the government to try to control them and to regulate the economy, in opposition to the laissez-faire attitude of previous administrations—“the question is whether or not the government has the power to control the trusts”--prosecuted some for antitrust  violations—started a case against Northern Securities, created by J.P. Morgan to monopolize railroad traffic in the northwest—by 1904, the government demanded the dissolution of Northern Securities under the Sherman Anti-Trust Act—TR became known as “the Trustbuster” [see photo on p. 520]—
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THE BIG STICK—guarded the US “spheres of influence”

· The Panama Canal—TR “took it” after long advocating for a channel between Atlantic and Pacific—after trying to negotiate the 99-year lease with Colombia, a rebellion in 1903, supported covertly by the US and private New York investors, in Panama declared independence on November 3, 1903, and the US recognized the new country two days later and two weeks later and was given $ 10 million to allow construction of the canal--the Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty was signed to give the US a “canal zone” 10 miles wide—construction started on May 4, 1904 and was completed in 1914, under the direction of George Washington Goethals, the chief engineer—canal is 48 miles long—in the 1970s, the canal became a hot political issue, as described in the book Drawing the Line at the Big Ditch: The Panama Canal Treaties and the Rise of the Right—on March 31, 1976, Ronald Reagan, the governor of California and campaigning for the nomination for president against Gerald Ford, stated: “Well, the Canal Zone is not a colonial possession. It is not a long-term lease. It is sovereign United States Territory every bit the same as Alaska and all the states that were carved from the Louisiana Purchase…We bought it, we paid for it, we built it, and we intend to keep it.” [see graphic on p. 528]
· The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine (1904)—US had a right to intervene to protect property, loans and investments—the American basin was our sphere of control—US would not intervene as long as countries acted with “decency”--
· The China Policy—the annexation of Hawaii and the Philippines brought the US into the East and created The Open Door Policy—

Russo-Japanese War (1905)—started when Japan surprised Russia with an attack at Port Arthur—while TR was initially pleased, he then worried (in his balance-of-power strategy) that Japan would become too strong—The Treaty of Portsmouth (1905) left Japan in power in Manchuria and Korea, with respect for US control of Philippines and no further expansion in China—Japanese were bitter and in 1907,TR sent the US “Great White Fleet” on a “goodwill tour,” with the first stop in Yokohama to intimidate the Japanese—the Japanese were so impressed that they bean to expand their fleet, leading, in Nash’s opinion, to Pearl Harbor—

European conflicts between Germany, Great Britain, France and Russia over land in Europe and colonies in Africa—TR established two policies:

1. friendship with Great Britain was fundamental to US policy—shared language, race and cultural traditions—England had refused to get involved in colonial ambitions of the US—so TR supported British imperialism—had a strong influence on US involvement in WWI--
2. prevention of a general war in Europe—TR flattered the Kaiser and arranged the Algeciras conference in 1906 to end the conflict between Germany and France over control of Morocco and the Mediterranean—TDR worried most about German ambitions and refused to join an American-German-Chinese agreement to balance the Anglo-Chinese Treaty—
In May, 2010, two new biographies of TR came out called The War Lovers: Roosevelt, Lodge, Hearst and the Rush to Empire, 1898 and The Imperial Cruise: A Secret History of Empire and War—In his review on the NY Times Book Review (April 25, 2010) Ronald Steel states: “War, as we are told, is hell. Except, that is, when it is noble, thrilling, profitable or simply convenient. . . . war was viewed as a great adventure. And never was a war so popular as the one that a band of influential Americans provoked in 1898 against Spain over the remnants of its decaying empire. Yet never did an American war, so casually begun and enthusiastically supported, have such sweeping consequences.” According to Steel the consequences were:

· 60 years of US control of Cuba

· The acquisition of the enclave of Guantanamo

· The occupation of the Philippines and the annexation of Hawaii

· A war with Japan over control of the Pacific—initially a secret treaty was concluded, with William Howard Taft as the emissary, so that Japan could take control of Korea and China to provide a buffer against Russian expansion

· A protracted conflict over control of China

· The US involvement in Viet Nam after the French empire collapsed

Basically, the Spanish-American War forced the US to fight on two fronts: in Europe and in the Pacific and set the stage for World War II—TR and Lodge had global ambitions at a time when some of the old colonial empires, like Spain, were collapsing—once the US ruling class decided to step in, there was no end to building the empire, at any cost—ramifications continued for 100 years

The Muckrakers—the term was first used by TR, in a speech on April 14, 1906, drew on a character from John Bunyan’s 1678 classic, Pilgrim’s Progress, saying:

“... you may recall the description of the Man with the Muck-rake, the man who could look no way but downward with the muck-rake in his hands; Who was offered a celestial crown for his muck-rake, but who would neither look up nor regard the crown he was offered, but continued to rake to himself the filth of the floor.” 

Roosevelt emphasized the social benefit of investigative muckraking reporting, saying:

There are, in the body politic, economic and social, many and grave evils, and there is urgent necessity for the sternest war upon them. There should be relentless exposure of and attack upon every evil man whether politician or business man, every evil practice, whether in politics, in business, or in social life. I hail as a benefactor every writer or speaker, every man who, on the platform, or in book, magazine, or newspaper, with merciless severity makes such attack, provided always that he in his turn remembers that the attack is of use only if it is absolutely truthful.
McClure’s Magazine—established by Sam McClure, it “took on corporate monopolies and political machines, the awful conditions most Americans lived and worked under, the tainted food and water they ate and drank.” (Baker review) published a number of exposes—the January, 1903, issue included:

· Ida Tarbell’s article, exposing standard Oil

· Ray Stannard Baker’s article on the coal miners’ strike in PA

· Lincoln Steffans’ article on political corruption in Minneapolis
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Steffans became the most famous—“It is possible to get an education at a university. It has been done; not often”—in a review of I Have Seen the Future: A Life of Lincoln Steffans by Peter Hartshorn, Kevin Baker (NY Times, May 15, 2011), he describes Steffans life, including his support for the Russian Revolution
Conservation—establishment of national park system and added 16 million acres of park land—travelled with John Muir, who founded the Sierra Club to Yellowstone in 1906—increased public parks to 150 million acres and used Gifford Pinchot, who was willing to allow “managed development” in national parks—[see map on p. 525 and detail of Hetch Hetchy on pp. 526-527]
1903—Wright Brothers first flight at Kitty Hawk, NC on December 17--Although not the first to build and fly experimental aircraft, the Wright brothers were the first to invent aircraft controls that made fixed-wing powered flight possible--The brothers' fundamental breakthrough was their invention of three-axis control, which enabled the pilot to steer the aircraft effectively and to maintain its equilibrium. This method became standard and remains standard on fixed-wing aircraft of all kinds
1905—Einstein publishes a paper of the theory of relativity, including the formula E=MC2--The theory of relativity enriched physics and astronomy during the 20th century. When first published, relativity superseded a 200-year-old theory of mechanics elucidated by Isaac Newton.

The acquisition of the enclave of Guantanamo


The Jungle (February, 1906)—one of the memorable fiction books of the 20th century, which covered the immigrant working-class experience—originally serialized in the socialist newspaper, Appeal to Reason in 1905—Sinclair called it “The Uncle Tom’s Cabin of the labor movement,” clearly indicating that the book, and the realization by Jurgis of the importance of socialism, was very different from the popular response the book got from readers like Roosevelt—as Sinclair stated: "I aimed at the public's heart, and by accident I hit it in the stomach."

Meat Inspection Act of 1906—followed publication of The Jungle--the book's assertions were confirmed in the Neill-Reynolds report, commissioned in 1906 by President Theodore Roosevelt, who was suspicious of Sinclair's socialist attitude and conclusions in The Jungle, and so sent labor commissioner Charles P. Neill, social worker James Bronson Reynolds, men whose honesty and reliability he trusted, to Chicago to make surprise visits to meat packing facilities. Despite betrayal of the secret to the meat packers, who worked three shifts a day for three weeks [image: image10.jpg]


to clean the factories prior to the inspection, Neill and Reynolds were still revolted by the conditions at the factories and at the lack of concern by plant managers. Following their report, President Roosevelt became a supporter of regulation of the meat packing industry. The Federal Meat Inspection Act, passed in June 1906, mandated the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) inspection of meat processing plants that conducted business across state lines.

Pure Food and Drug Act—passed the same day
THE ECONOMY:  THE SQUARE DEAL

The question of wealth became a crucial one:

· Who has it?

· How did they get it?


· What should they do with it?

· What moral issues (if any) are involved?

· What about movements, like socialists, anti-trusters or unions, which want to redistribute the wealth?

· Should the government involve itself (“interfere”) in the marketplace?

· To laissez-faire or not?


A new definition of what it meant to be “an American”—should we be rich and poor, all equal, or somewhere in between?—the question has global implications even today because it involves other, less-developed countries as well as the US
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The importance of religion, and its qualities, was also a constant issue: social gospel vs. social Darwinism—there was even a “reform Darwinism” that argued that evolution could be  advanced by allowing men and women to use their intellects to improve society--
       Thorstein Veblen. The Theory of the Leisure Class (1901), a study of the habits of the wealthy—leisure as a great treasure—“conspicuous consumption”—the culture encouraged writers to look critically at the super-rich as objects of social concern and not social worship—based his analysis on the evolution of tribal life in pre-historic societies, in which the division of labor also began to produce class divisions, with an emerging “leisure class” which assigned menial and unpleasant tasks to subjugated people--Veblen claimed that the leisure class managed to retain its position through both direct and indirect coercion--following this line of reasoning, Veblen also concluded that businessmen were simply the latest manifestation of the leisure class, noting that businessmen do not produce goods and services, but simply shift them around whilst taking a profit. He thus argued that the modern businessman is no different from a barbarian, in that he uses prowess and competitive skills to make money from others, and then lives off the spoils of conquests rather than producing things himself.
\

 In an 8-hour speech in December, 2010, Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT) spoke in opposition to an extension of the reductions in estate tax, stating:      

          “This agreement includes a horrendous proposal regarding the estate tax. That is a Teddy Roosevelt initiative. Teddy Roosevelt was talking about this in the early years of the 20th century. It was enacted in 1916 and it was enacted for a couple of reasons. Teddy Roosevelt and the people of that era thought it was wrong that a handful of people could have a huge concentration of wealth and then give that wealth, transmit that wealth to their children. He did not think that was right.

         Let us be very clear: This tax applies only - only - to the top three-tenths of 1 percent of American families; 99.7 percent of American families will not pay one nickel in an estate tax. This is not a tax on the rich, this is a tax on the very, very, very rich.

            If my Republican friends had been successful in doing what they want to do, which is eliminate this estate tax completely, it would have cost our Treasury--raised the national debt by $1 trillion over a 10-year period. Families such as the Walton family, of Wal-Mart fame, would have received, just this one family, about a $30 billion tax break.”


Social developments, based on technology and capital, set the stage for the next great social changes—as a result of the wars, and of discovery of gold in Alaska and South Africa, the US economy rebounded
December 17, 1903—Wright Brothers at Kitty Hawk—in 1908, Billy Mitchell saw a flight at Fort Meyer, VA and began to predict that air power would replace sea power for military domination--
DOMESTIC ISSUES

The structure of the country was both settled and uneasy and the monopoly corporations gained more power in a national, and then global, economy while workers were in worse shape and the rural middle-class was being squeezed out of existence


Social Justice Movement—from below and from above: the workers and the reformers—the Progressive Movement tried to incorporate some of the European social legislation into US policy—discussions of urban problems and discussion of municipal ownership as a balance to [image: image12.jpg]


private control—the issue came up as to why the US lacked a strong labor movement, and a socialist movement—

The movements too two forms: one accepting a capitalist class structure and the other a revolutionary one to overthrow private ownership and the wage system—Werner Sombart wrote his essay in 1905 Why There is No Socialism in the United States, and saw the right to vote as the main obstacle to a more revolutionary workers movement—

SOCIALIST PARTY—an electoral party, founded in 1900, led by Eugene V. Debs, after a break with the Socialist Labor Party of Daniel DeLeon--with heavy participation by radical immigrants from Europe—TR called Debs “a mere inciter to murder and preacher of applied anarchy”

Development of a reverse Darwinism that stressed the importance of environment rather than heredity—sociology developed as a science by Comte and DuBois became prominent—issue of how much responsibility “society” had to change conditions and how much should be left up to the individual

Race was still a major issue as segregation was widespread as was discrimination against women and immigrants, even first generation citizens—


More muckraking—Louis Hine photos—one picture/1,000 words

[see photo of Jane Addams on p. 514]

THE WOMEN”S MOVEMENT

Florence Kelley also established the National Consumers League to limit the hours for working women—published a “white list” of stores that met its standards—at first tried pressure and boycotts to get stores to voluntarily improve conditions but eventually turned to legislation--developed studies to prove that long hours had bad effects on the health and safety of women--with the help of Josephine Goldmark and Goldmark’s brother-in-law, Louis Brandeis, got Muller v Oregon (1908) passed by the Supreme Court allowing state regulation of working conditions—used the argument that women are “the weaker sex,” an argument that would haunt the feminist movement for the next 80 years
[see photo of breaker boys on p. 521]

In 1910 a second International Conference of Working Women was held in Copenhagen. A woman named a Clara Zetkin (Leader of the 'Women's Office' for the Social Democratic Party in Germany) tabled the idea of an International Women's Day and  proposed that every year in every country there should be a celebration on the same day - a Women's Day - to press for their demands. The conference of over 100 women from 17 countries, representing unions, socialist parties, working women's clubs, and including the first three women elected to the Finnish parliament, who greeted Zetkin's suggestion with unanimous approval and thus International Women's Day—now celebrated on March 9--was the result.
Women’s suffrage increased in western states but eastern states, with high immigrant populations, worried that women would support prohibition—another issue was birth control, a term created by Margaret Sanger, an organizer for the IWW--in 1912, Sanger gave up her nursing career and began to write a column for the New York Call, entitled, “What Every Girl Should Know.” The articles dealt with sex education and women's health, two issues Sanger was passionate about. It was during this period that Sanger ran into her first episode of censorship. Her article on venereal disease was suppressed by the paper, which stated that it was vulgar and obscene--shortly after, Sanger began to challenge the ruling of the 1873 Federal Comstock Law, which made it a crime to “import or distribute any device, medicine, or information designed to prevent conception or induce abortion, or to mention in print the names of sexually transmitted infections.” --she startled a monthly magazine, The Woman Rebel which took a radical stand on many women's issues, and later a pamphlet, Family Limitation to argue that sex could be separated from procreation— in 1914, Sanger was arrested for publishing The Woman Rebel and Family Limitation.  While her trial was pending, Sanger fled to Europe but returned to the United States a year later, and ultimately the charges against her were dismissed. 
[image: image13.jpg]


Her husband, William Sanger, was not so lucky. He was convicted of violating the act for distributing a copy of Family Limitation—she opened a birth control clinic in the Brownsville neighborhood of New York City  and the police closed it up in 9 days--in 1926, Sanger gave a lecture of birth control to the Women’s Auxiliary of the KKK, an experience she described as “one of the weirdest experiences I had in lecturing”—      
Charlotte Perkins Gillman wrote Women and Economics (1898) challenged the “women’s sphere”—claimed single-family houses were bloated buildings,” and advocated apartment buildings with laundry and shared kitchen facilities so women could combine childrearing with careers—
           Clara Lemlich, along with Rose Schneiderman, Leonora O'Reilly and two other women garment workers, altered the suffrage activities, by founding the Wage Earners League, a working class alternative to middle class suffrage organizations, which held its first mass rally in 1912 at Cooper Union, symbolic because it had been the site of the rally during the Uprising of the 20,000--yet while the League admitted only working class women to membership, it was dependent on non-working class women for support and, in deference to its supporters' wishes, affiliated with the National American Woman Suffrage Association — the organization to which it saw itself as an alternative — rather than with the Socialist Party Women's Committee--The Wage Earners League passed out of existence, due to lack of financial support

Alice Paul—the suffrage movement—a Quaker social worker, she planned a mass march on the eve of Wilson’s 1910 inauguration--
John Dewey—improvement in public education would change society—“the moveable seat”—“learn by doing”—schools should operate like democracies—
The Temperance Movement—in many Protestant religions, liquor was a sin—also blamed for many social problems—WCTU got seven states to pass prohibition laws between 1906-1912—by December 22, 1917, Congress sent to the states for ratification the 18th Amendment, which started nationwide prohibition—also concerns about
Prostitution

Music halls

Movies

THE WORKERS MOVEMENT

Change in labor structure—“Scientific management” developed by Frederick Winslow Taylor —country began to worship “efficiency,” so politicians like Herbert Hoover, who were engineers, gained respect—deskilling of work and the growth of management as we know it—the creation of modern industrial organization

Child labor—suddenly discovered by social reformers like Florence Kelley, who lived at Hull House and went to law school when no lawyer in Chicago would take the case against child labor-lobbied the IL legislature but the state supreme court ruled the law unconstitutional so she demanded national legislation—founded The National Child Labor Committee and 2/3 of states passed child labor laws between 1905-1907
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Large industrial operations: Cambria Steel in Johnstown, PA, employed 20,000 while GE  had 15,000 in Schenectady and 11,000 in Lynn—a frenzy of merger activity, including JP Morgan’s consolidation in 1901 of US Steel from 150 different companies, including Carnegie’s, with a capitalization of more than $ 1 billion—General Electric and Goodyear were corporations that dominated industries that required huge capital investments—in low capital industries, like clothing or textiles, small firms desperately competed, usually by trying to cut workers wages—produced “batch work,” rather than mass production—retail was still a small business industry though Sears and Montgomery Ward had grown huge through catalog sales
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Factories organized around the principle of “continuous flow”—whole new production and distribution patterns—all products—from Crisco (1912) to cigarettes—were produced in huge numbers—brand names, advertising, chain stores and national sales forces—many factories produced commodities that replace home-grown foods, like soups or vegetables, but new products, like safety razors or corn flakes, could only be produced in factories (WBA, 168)—the expression “mass market” became popular—rural people were cut off from many of the innovations by money, distance and culture—required retail work force, mass transportation and new technology

Two approaches, once again, to the terrible conditions: from below, as workers organized, or from above, as social reformers tried to pass legislation—while many reformers supported the right to organize they opposed both the right to strike and the socialist and revolutionary elements of the union movement—


The Factory System—developed in Lowell and perfected by Taylor—in some industries, workers responded by quitting and turnover rates were 100-250%--machines revolutionized the work process and increased the capital needs, strengthening the class structure—

Mass production factories used interchangeable parts on the products and interchangeable workers—the science of deskilling—Taylor was the leader here

In 1883, HJ Heinz opened an automatic canning line, soldering cans at the rate of 50/minute—Heinz pickles, Campbell’s Soup and Borden’s Milk were the first products

1889—patent for the first time clock

1902—Ransom Olds set up first large-scale production line to produce internal combustion engine automobiles—the growth of the auto industry changed the country by

· Creating increase in demand for petroleum products (gas and oil, petroleum lubricants)—leads directly to current conflicts in Middle East, over oil, and in the US over drilling, especially in national parks (=land use and ownership)

· Need for highways

· Increase in individual transportation, as opposed to mass transit like streetcars

· New housing patterns, based on mobility

· Consumer society

1913—Henry Ford introduced moving assembly line—“Fordism” became the general style for management, with the exception of Ford’s voluntary increase in 1914 to $ 5/day for many of his workers—need to have money to spend money—foundation for Keynesian economics—also tried, as did GE, to reduce turnover among the semiskilled workers by expanding benefits--the Model T was the exemplar of mass production and mass marketing—was producing 250,000/year by 1914—exhausting, nerve-racking and alienating work—monotony and boredom—Ford even evaluated workers at home for good habits a religious practices—his “Americanization” program required workers to learn English, hygiene and “American ways”—also taught race prejudice and an English lesson taught that “Negroes came from Africa where they lived like other animals in the jungle”—
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Ray Stannard Baker published "The Right to Work" in McClure's Magazine in 1903, about coal mine conditions, a coal strike, and the situation of non-striking workers (or scabs). Many of the non-striking workers had no special training or knowledge in mining, since they were simply farmers looking for work. His investigative work portrayed the dangerous conditions in which these people worked in the mines, and the dangers they faced from union members who did not want them to work
The Anthracite Coal Strike (1902)—147,000 miners walked out—UMW president John Mitchell demanded

· 10-hour day (from 12)

· Union checkweighmen

· 10% wage increase

· Union recognition

George Baer, spokesmen for the mine operators, gave the famous proclamation: “The rights and interests of the laboring man will be protected and cared for -- not by the labor agitators, but by the Christian men of property to whom God has given control of the property rights of the country, and upon the successful management of which so much depends." 
In closing statements on behalf of the coal managers to the government's Anthracite Coal Commission he stated, on the subject of working conditions, "These men don't suffer. Why, hell, half of them don't even speak English."
As the price of coal tripled, TR tried to intervene and got the main issues resolved but not union recognition—

Great article on the strike

http://www.stfrancis.edu/content/ba/ghkickul/stuwebs/btopics/works/anthracitestrike.htm 
WORKERS’ ORGANIZATIONS

1. The AFL craft unions

2. The IWW—revolutionary unionism
3. the early industrial unions-- The United Mine Workers (1890)—industrial and multi-racial union founded

Immigrant communities often were the basis for organization—number of unionized workers quadrupled to 2 million between 1897 and 1904 with strength in the East and Midwest—skilled workers had craft unions but, for various reasons of bargaining power and prejudice, excluded blacks, women and unskilled immigrants—Gompers described unions as “business organizations of wage earners

Trade unions—basically in the AFL—craft unions—The National Civic Federation (1900) to try to gain recognition by acting responsibly—small businesses joined The National Association of Manufacturers (1893) and in 1905, it took the lead in the “open shop” campaign
INDUSTRIAL WORKERS OF THE WORLD (IWW) “WOBBLIES”
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The IWW founded in Chicago in June, 1905— at the founding convention, figures like Mother Jones, Big Bill Haywood, Father Thomas Hagerty, whose wheel diagrammed a socialist society, Lucy Parsons, Eugene V. Debs and Ralph Chaplin, who wrote the anthem for the movement, Solidarity Forever-- IWW was organized because of the belief among many unionists, socialists, anarchists and radicals that the AFL not only had failed to effectively organize the U.S. working class, as only about 5% of all workers belonged to unions in 1905, but also was organizing according to narrow craft principles which divided groups of workers. The Wobblies believed that all workers should organize as a class
· Haywood/Moyer/Pettibone Trial—started in 1905 after the three were abducted from Colorado by Idaho police for trial in the bombing of former Idaho Gov. Frank Steunenberg
· Organizing the migrant workers—“the bindle stiffs”
· Lawrence textile strike (1912), the 

· Paterson silk strike (1913) and 

· The Mesabi range (1916)

· Wheatland Hop Riot August 3, 1913




The Theiss Boycott, in which workers were asked to boycott his beer garden because he hired a “non-union” musician, although the musicians were members of a different union, and that all non-union waiters and bartenders be discharged within 24 hours—in addition to demonstrating with as many as 500people, the union also began a “secondary” boycott by pressuring a brewer and a distributor of mineral water not to sell to Theiss—when Thiss offered to settle, the union also demanded that he reimburse the union for printing expenses--see the story in the New York Times April 28, 1891—the original decision in 1886 prompted the Henry George campaign for mayor, in which he ran better than Teddy Roosevelt—in a decision, Judge Barrett stated: “You have violated public right and opinion. Your offense is not short of blackmail. The distribution by you of circulars in places of business is conspiracy and punishable as such. Your conduct, if unpunished, would lead to savagery.”--
ONCE MORE THE BOYCOTT; REVENGE WANTED FOR THE THEISS CONVICTIONS. UNDER THREAT, A CONCERT-GARDEN OWNER IS ORDERED TO DISCHARGE A MUSICIAN -- THE VICTIM WAS THEISS'S LEADER.

Bottom of Form

The Theiss boycotters, or their associates, of whom the public seemed well rid five years ago, have begun to make return for the leniency shown them by the authorities by returning to their former tricks. Their old grievance rankles them Bent on revenge and forgetful of what they owe the city, they have set out now to play the tyrant once 

The Lattimer Massacre (September 10, 1897)—near Hazleton, PA, 19 striking miners, mostly Polish, Slovak and Hungarian, were shot by a county sheriff’s posse

The Danbury Hatters case (1908)—by boycotting a non-union hat maker, the unions were found in violation of the Sherman Anti-Trust act with an injunction and treble damages—
1908--Muller v Oregon—upholds the right of the state of Oregon to limit a woman’s work to 10 hours/day in certain businesses
1908—an expedition of 18 men reaches the North Pole—or did they? On September 7, 1909, readers of the New York Times awakened to a stunning front-page headline: "Peary Discovers the North Pole After Eight Trials in 23 Years."—in 1988, a re-examination of his records commissioned by the National Geographic Society, a major sponsor of his expeditions, concluded that Peary's evidence never proved his claim and suggested that he knew he might have fallen short-- A week earlier, the New York Herald had printed its own front-page headline: "The North Pole is Discovered by Dr. Frederick A. Cook." Cook, an American explorer who had seemingly returned from the dead after more than a year in the Arctic, claimed to have reached the pole in April 1908—a full year before Peary--in 1909, the journalist Lincoln Steffens hailed the battle over Peary's and Cook's competing claims as the story of the century. "Whatever the truth is, the situation is as wonderful as the Pole," he wrote. "And whatever they found there, those explorers, they have left there a story as great as a continent."
THE ELECTION OF 1908

Roosevelt decided not to run and Republicans selected William Howard Taft, who beat Bryan again—passed some progressive legislation but was basically a conservative failure—Debs ran for the second time—continued “dollar diplomacy” and anti-trust, including a suit against US Steel—Taft believed that it was the courts’ responsibility, not the President’s, to make social policy—


Tariff issue—Taft wanted to reduce tariffs, which brought political opposition from industrial areas—TR was out of the country for several years but returned in 1910 and became the center for the Republican Party


17th Amendment—the graduated federal income tax


18th amendment—direct election of senators, rather than by state legislatures
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Dollar diplomacy—commercial expansion, especially in south and Central America—had to deal with the Mexican Revolution, pressured by America companies that had operations there—


The Uprising of the 20,000 (1909) against the garment manufacturers by the ILGWU—the Triangle Shirtwaist Co. was the main employer—strike ended in February, 1910—got financial support from the TUL, including J.P. Morgan’s daughter—Clara Lemlich, a Ukrainian immigrant, became the leader of the strike and came to the attention of the outside world at the mass meeting held at Cooper Union on November 22, 1909 to rally support for the striking shirtwaist workers at the Triangle Shirtwaist Company and Leiserson Company. After the leading figures of the American labor movement and socialist leaders of the Lower East Side spoke in general terms about the need for solidarity and preparedness, Lemlich demanded the opportunity to speak. Lifted onto the platform she demanded action:

"I have listened to all the speakers, and I have no further patience for talk. I am a working girl, one of those striking against intolerable conditions. I am tired of listening to speakers who talk in generalities. What we are here for is to decide whether or not to strike. I make a motion that we go out in a general strike." 

The crowd responded enthusiastically and, after taking a traditional Yiddish oath — "If I turn traitor to the cause I now pledge, may this hand wither from the arm I now raise" — voted for a general strike. Approximately 20,000 out of the 32,000 workers in the shirtwaist trade walked out in the next two days--Lemlich took a leading role in bringing workers out, speaking at rallies until she lost her voice. The strike lasted until February 10, 1910, producing union contracts at almost every shop, but not at Triangle Shirtwaist.


The Triangle Shirtwaist Fire (Saturday, March 25, 1911)—10-story building with hundreds of workers—46 died jumping from the 8th floor and more than 100 died in the fire—stimulated Frances Perkins to demand a maximum wages hour law and safer working conditions for women—the owners were acquitted of any criminal activity and reopened in another tenement within weeks—Rose Schneiderman made eloquent speech at the memorial service [see photo on p. 517]—

Democracy Now—special program on the Triangle 

http://www.democracynow.org/2011/3/25/100th_anniversary_of_the_triangle_shirtwaist 

HISTORY LIVES-- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=noL8nFSzsDc –the fire in Bangla Desh, with historical footage and comparisons to the Triangle

Interactive video on workplace safety today http://www.seiu.org/2011/03/how-labor-reshaped-buildings-after-triangle.php# 

The Ludlow Massacre (April 20, 1914)—at Colorado Fuel & Iron strike—11 children and 2 women massacre




Welfare capitalism—to maintain worker loyalty—company-owned housing, at Pullman and Sparrows Point, with clubs, company picnics, profit sharing, pensions and the important opportunity to buy a home—many companies had “Americanization” classes—the “family” atmosphere included hiring relatives, including children, in many industries—instruction would
1. help companies retain experienced workers

2. instill positive (=anti-union) values in the workers
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TR’s Speech on “The New Nationalism”—Osawatomie, Kansas—August 31, 1910— the ostensible occasion for the speech was the two-day dedicatory ceremonies at the John Brown Memorial Park. The park, located at the southwestern edge of Osawatomie in the vicinity of a well-remembered skirmish between Proslavery forces and the men led by Brown during the "Battle of Osawatomie," 

Theodore Roosevelt delivered what was perhaps the most important speech ever given in Kansas. Surrounded by 30,000 enthusiastic listeners at Osawatomie, he developed a political creed which became a milestone along the road to the modern all-powerful state. This speech, later called the "New Nationalism Address," evoked a wide variety of responses. It was labeled "Communistic," "Socialistic," and "Anarchistic" in various quarters; while others hailed it "the greatest oration ever given on American soil." 

“Of that generation of men to whom we owe so much, the man to whom we owe most is, of course, Lincoln. Part of our debt to him is because he forecast our present struggle and saw the way out. He said: ‘I hold that while man exists it is his duty to improve not only his own condition, but to assist in ameliorating mankind’. . . . And again: ‘Labor is prior to, and independent of, capital. Capital is only the fruit of labor, and could never have existed if labor had not first existed. Labor is the superior of capital, and deserves much the higher consideration.’ . . . If that remark was original with me, I should be even more strongly denounced as a Communist agitator than I shall be anyhow. It is Lincoln's. I am only quoting it; and that is one side; that is the side the capitalist should hear. Our country—this great republic—means nothing unless it means the triumph of real democracy, the triumph of popular government and, in the long run, an economic system under which each man shall be guaranteed the opportunity to show the best that is in him . . .The Constitution guarantees protection to property, and we must make that promise good. But it does not give the right of suffrage to any corporation. . . .I believe in shaping the ends of government to protect property as well as human welfare. . . .Those who oppose reform will do well to remember that ruin . . .is inevitable if our national life brings us nothing better than swollen fortunes for the few and the triumph in both politics and business of a sordid and selfish materialism. . . . No man should receive a dollar unless that dollar has been fairly earned. Every dollar received should represent a dollar's worth of service rendered - not gambling in stocks, but service rendered. The really big fortune, the swollen fortune, by the mere fact of its size acquires qualities which differentiate it in kind as well as in degree from what is possessed by men of relatively small means. Therefore, I believe in a graduated income tax on big fortunes, and in another tax which is far more easily collected and far more effective - a graduated inheritance tax on big fortunes, properly safeguarded against evasion and increasing rapidly in amount with the size of the estate. . . . I believe that the officers, and, especially, the directors, of corporations should be held personally responsible when any corporation breaks the law.”
http://www.theodore-roosevelt.com/images/research/speeches/trnationalismspeech.pdf 
June 16, 1911—the Computing-Tabulating-Recording Co. was incorporated in Endicott, NY, a merger of four companies which manufactured a wide range of products, including employee time-keeping systems, weighing scales, automatic meat slicers and, most importantly for the development of computers, punched card equipment--of the companies merged to form CTR, the most technologically significant was the Tabulating Machine Company, founded by Herman Hollerith, and specialized in the development of punched card data processing equipment. Hollerith's series of patents on tabulating machine technology, first applied for in 1884, drew on his work at the U.S. Census Bureau from 1879–82. Hollerith was initially trying to reduce the time and complexity needed to tabulate the 1890 Census. His development of punched cards in 1886 set the industry standard for the next 80 years of tabulating and computing data input--
In 1896 the Tabulating Machine Company leased some machines to a railway company but quickly focused on the challenges of the largest statistical endeavor of its day – the 1900 US Census. After winning the government contract, and completing the project with amazing speed, Hollerith was faced with the challenge of sustaining the company in non-Census years. He returned to targeting private businesses both in the United States and abroad, attempting to identify industry applications for his automatic punching, tabulating and sorting machines—[image: image20.jpg]


Thomas J. Watson Sr., became general manager of CTR in 1914, at a time when he was a convicted criminal: he had been convicted in 1913 of corporate and monopolistic conspiracy for his role in a widespread National Cash Register scheme to blackmail used cash register retailers and run them out of business--eventually the company took the name International Business Machines, and then IBM—led the company until 1949 and emphasized research and development and the IBM punch cards were used at Los Alamos to help develop the atomic bomb—in 1972, IBM produced the 701, the first large-scale electronic computer and a new age was opened
NEW STANDARDS OF LIVING

Prepackaged foods, and development of indoor plumbing, electrification, telephones, central heat became common for upper classes but not for the unskilled workers (WBA, 175)—tenements might have one indoor bathroom and even hot water but generally workers residences were shabby—the sense of “necessities” expanded but wages did not rise—water supply was an enormous improvement for women who otherwise had to haul water in buckets from a common pump—new standards of cleanliness—

By 1890, Edison’s company was manufacturing a million light bulbs/year—changed factories because night work was now possible—in 1893, the Colombia (SC) Mill Co. became the first to run wholly on electric power, rather than water power—gave great mobility to capitalists for location of factories—Richmond had the first electric street cars in 1887
In 1902, Dr. John H. Kellogg and his brother, Will, cooked up the first batch of corn flakes in a sanitarium in Battle Creek, MI, a center for vegetarians—Kellogg was the first to proclaim grains as a “healthy food,” and began a mail order cereal business

Leisure time and public recreation—parks, movies, amusement parks, vaudeville, professional sports, like baseball and boxing—“magic lantern” shows and movies were for immigrants—libraries and speaking tours for “moral uplift” of the masses—estimated 95% literacy rate for white native born Americans (WBA, p. 190)

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT
The fight between white heavyweight Jim Jeffries, who had been world champion until he retired in 1904, but came back to fight on July 4, 1910, the new champion, Jack Johnson, who was black, in Reno, NV--fight was promoted and refereed by legendary fight promoter Tex Rickard, and became known as "The Fight of the Century," soon became a symbolic battleground of the races. The media, eager for a "Great White Hope", found a champion for their racism in Jeffries. He said: "I am going into this fight for the sole purpose of winning the title for whites." Jack Johnson won however by vicious TKO after the 15th round when Jeffries' corner threw in the towel. Jeffries made no excuses for his humiliating defeat and stated afterwards that "I could have never beaten Johnson even at my best."

The outcome of the fight triggered race riots that evening — the Fourth of July — all across the United States, from Texas and Colorado to New York and Washington, D.C. Johnson's victory over Jeffries had dashed white dreams of finding a "great white hope" to defeat him. Many whites felt humiliated by the defeat of Jeffries—
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Blacks, on the other hand, were jubilant, and celebrated Johnson's great victory as a victory for racial advancement. Black poet William Waring Cuney later highlighted the black reaction to the fight in his poem "My Lord, What a Morning". Around the country, blacks held spontaneous parades and gathered in prayer meetings.

Some "riots" were simply blacks celebrating in the streets. In certain cities, like Chicago, the police did not disturb the celebrations. But in other cities, the police and angry white citizens tried to subdue the revelers. Police interrupted several attempted lynchings. In all, "riots" occurred in more than 25 states and 50 cities. About 23 blacks and two whites died in the riots, and hundreds more were injured
Johnson constantly flouted conventions regarding the social and economic "place" of Johnson constantly flouted conventions regarding the social and economic "place" of in American society. As a black man, he broke a powerful taboo in consorting with white women, and would constantly and arrogantly verbally taunt men (both white and black) inside and outside the ring.Vietnam War--when his third wife, Irene Pineau, was asked by a reporter at Johnson's funeral what she had loved about him, she replied, "I loved him because of his courage. He faced the world unafraid. There wasn't anybody or anything he feared.”—in the 1960s, Muhammed Al often spoke of how he was influenced by Jack Johnson. Ali identified with Johnson because he felt America ostracized him in the same manner because of his opposition to the  and affiliation with the Nation of Islam-- Miles Davis's 1970 album A Tribute to Jack Johnson was inspired by Johnson. The end of the record features the actor Brock Peters (as Johnson) saying: “I’m Jack Johnson. Heavyweight champion of the world. I’m black. They never let me forget it. I’m black all right. I’ll never let them forget it.”

NAACP founded in 1909—followed The Niagara Movement, “a mighty current,” led  by  DuBois who called a conference attended by 29 people at Niagara Falls in July, 1905, to oppose racial discrimination, disenfranchisement and the conciliation of Booker T. Washington--the second meeting, in August, 1906, was held at Harpers Ferry—in 1908, the group admitted Mary White Ovington, a white settlement worker and socialist but by 1911, the group merged into the NAACP and Du Bois became the editor of The Crisis—“The problem of the 20th century is the problem of the color line”
Elliott Rudwick. “W.E.B. DuBois: Protagonist of the Afro-American Protest.” (1982). –“I am a Negro and I glory in the name”--“By the beginning of the twentieth century, black leaders despaired of ever achieving equality in American society.”—terror in the south, discrimination in the north—Washington urged blacks to forget integration and work for personal and moral improvement—DuBois argued for “active integration”—considered himself “a master of propaganda”—DuBois advocated full integration, a  sense of racial pride and unity, and a “profound identification with blacks in other parts of the world.”—articulated the “double consciousness,’ in which blacks wanted to integrate and wanted to be separate and proud—initially advocated “black capitalism” but later became a socialist, and was transformed from a supp0iorter of “the talented tenth” to an agitator for the black working-class—a great historian and a man willing to look at all different solutions—the Publication of The Souls of Black Folks (1903) challenged Washington’s “seeking the goodwill of powerful whites”—wanted tactics of militant protest—there was also a personal/personality conflict between Washington and DuBois but, in the early years, there was a class difference: DuBois supported the talented tenth while Washington advocated industrial education for black workers—DuBois felt Washington was using political connections to build up “the Tuskegee machine”—
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In 1903, DuBois accused Washington for “condoning white racism and for shifting to blacks the major blame for their deprivation”—“practically accepted the alleged inferiority of the Negro”—split the civil rights movement into two camps—public display at the 1904 Carnegie Hall Conference, which Washington arranged with money from white philanthropists to that conference, supposedly to construct “a mutually agreeable platform,” was controlled by Washington who had enough votes to endorse a conservative agenda—DuBois circulated a list of key points before the conference:
· “Full political rights on the same terms as other Americans”

· “Higher education of selected Negro youth”

· “industrial education for the masses”

· “a stoppage to the campaign of self-depreciation”

· A careful study of the real conditions of the Negro”[like The Philadelphia Negro]

· “a national Negro periodical”

· The raising of a defense fund

· “a judicious fight in the courts for civil rights”

Washington was very powerful because he was seen in the white community, especially influential white politicians and philanthropists, as “the” Black Man, with connections to the black church and black newspapers—
In 1905, DuBois charged that Washington was giving “hush money” to black editors to  exercise “thought control” in the black community—Washington accused DuBois of being a “status-hungry  elitist--DuBois called together the 29 delegates at the Niagara Conference—to issue “a declaration of protest to white America” which accused whites of creating “the Negro problem”—“Persistent manly agitation is the way to liberty”—Washington responded with surveillance and tried to get some of the 29 fired from their federal jobs—also got black editors to “hammer” any statements from the Niagara group—one white editor stated that he supported Washington because Tuskegee “demanded more of themselves” while DuBois “unreasonably demanded more of whites in behalf of blacks”—Washington started The National Negro Business League as a conservative opposition—there were a series of futile demonstrations by the Niagara  group: against the “negrophobic” play The Clansman in Chicago and against the appropriation of money by the state of Virginia to hold a segregated exposition celebrating the 300th anniversary of Jamestown—in 1906, there was a race riot in Atlanta and the Brownsville incident, where three companies of black soldiers were dishonorably discharged
In 1907, DuBois started a magazine called Horizon, and attacked the Republicans like TR and Taft as apologists for the southern caste system—the Tuskegee movement supported the Republicans and criticized DuBois’ defection to the Democrats—Rudwick claims that the Niagara movement was “too far ahead of the white public opinion”—he also criticizes DuBois’ personality and abrupt personal relationships—
Eventually, DuBois contacted a small group of whites who were disillusioned with Washington and developed an interracial protest movement, organized in 1909 as the NAACP, which was “white funded and white dominated and DuBois was the only black in its inner circle”—founded The Crisis in 1910 and was the editor for 25 years so he did not have to continue administrative responsibilities—by 1913, when NAACP had only 3,000 members, the circulation of The Crisis was 30,000—tensions over DuBois’ authority as editor as his [image: image23.jpg]


responsibility for other organizational assignments, like writing pamphlets—DuBois attacked, for example, black churches and the black press—DuBois accused the editors of being venal, empty-headed or ungrammatical-- when NAACP needed support from them—
In 1916, when Washington died, DuBois became the nation’s black leader—the NAACP had begun to attract more support anyway—supported WWI, despite personal attacks from A. Phillip Randolph, now rising into public view—after the war, DuBois was bitter over the increased racism and published an editorial, “Returning soldiers,” which the Post Office held up and which was cited by southern Senator James Byrnes as the cause for black rioting!—the controversy continued—DuBois moved away from “black capitalism” to endorse producer co-ops and a “socialized black economy”—eventually DuBois was forced out as editor in 1934 and also lost support from other black intellectuals, who thought a separate black economy was not practical—as DuBois began to support the Soviet Union, he was tried in federal court in 1951 but moved to Ghana and died on august 27, 1963, on the same day as The March on Washington--
REFORM MOVEMENTS—A continuation of the Populist movement but focused more on urban areas—

In the cities—Thomas Loftin Johnson, elected mayor of Cleveland in 1900, and re-elected four times, created “gas and water socialism” (or “sewer socialism”) by establishing municipal ownership of utilities as an anti-monopoly political movement—pledged that he would reduce streetcar fare from 5 cents to 3 [see graphic on p. 519]—began “a seven-year war between Johnson and the streetcar moguls, who argued that they couldn’t meet costs with the lower fare.” (519)—supported popular initiatives like recall and referendums and eventually got the city to buy the streetcar line to get the 3 cent fare

In the states—the Progressive movement—workers comp laws, maximum hours for women and Massachusetts passed (1912) the first minimum wage law—

Robert “Fighting Bob” Lafollette—in Wisconsin, the Progressive Party gained office and he ran for president in 1924—as governor, he lowered railroad rates and raised railroad taxes—brought scientists into his cabinet to create “the laboratory of democracy” in the state, which was challenged by Gov. Scott Walker in 2011
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Hiram Johnson—governor of California from 1911-1917 on the campaign to “kick the Southern Pacific out of politics”—also ran for VP in 1912 with TR on the Progressive, or “Bull Moose” party—challenged the southern Pacific Railroad, which had dominated California politics for decades—symbolized by The Octopus

Conservation—establishment of national park system and added 16 million acres of park land—travelled with John Muir, who founded the Sierra Club—increased public parks to 150 million acres and used Gifford Pinchot, who was willing to allow “managed development” in national parks—

The Weeks Act (March 1, 1911)--More than 43 million people visit national forests east of the Mississippi each year, according to the United States Forest Service, but few know that their origins lie in the Weeks Act, signed into law 100 years ago.--the Weeks Act appropriated $9 million to purchase 6 million acres of land—eventually more than 25 million acres of private forest land were purchased-- in the eastern United States. The Act also provided for cooperation in fire control between federal and state authorities. The fire season of 1910 greatly influenced this legislation because it raised havoc across the western United States, especially in the state of Idaho where fires killed 85 people (72 of them firefighters), burned more than 3 million acres and destroyed an estimated 8,000,000,000 board feet of timber and put the US Forest Service 1.1 million dollars in debt.

In 2011, to commemorate the act, a collective of groups organized as WeeksLegacy.org, has scheduled activities and events throughout the year, including field trips to the forests, lectures and arts festivals, touring exhibits, educational programs, trail cleanups and more. Among this month’s highlights: a lecture in Hillsborough, N.H., by Rebecca Weeks Sherrill More, a great-granddaughter of John Wingate Weeks, who created the act.


Great example of the topic of land use and ownership
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